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Requirements  for applying for ETT and ETW
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European Tree Worker

The candidate must / must have :

ÁBe at least 18 years old at the time of the exam. 

ÁProof of physical and mental ability to carry out tree care 

operations safely, with a medical certificate or a self-declaration. 

ÁProof of a valid qualification in first aid .

ÁProof of training in the use of chainsaws .

ÁProof of a minimum of 1 year practical experience in tree care .

ÁFor the climber : proof of skills in aerial rescue OR the candidate will 

be required to carry out simulation 3 (aerial rescue) as part of the 

examination. 

ÁFor the MEWP operator : Proof of skills in the use of a MEWP/Platform 

and emergency situations must be provided. 

VAttending prepatation course is not necessary to take the exam (both ETW and ETT). 

VItõsa good practise to check all of the requirements before sending the list of candidates to EAC office (before of during the course ), sothereõsno 

doubt that a candidate fullfills all of them . Itõsfor the advantage of the candidate so he/ she doesnõtloose money , it also makes work easier for 

certification centre , supervisor and EAC office .

European Tree Technician

The candidate must prove that he/ she:

OPTION 1: has ETWcertificate

+ at least 3 years practical experience in arboriculture related industry.

 

OPTION 2: is holder of a certification or diploma in a tree related industry 

recognized by a national arboricultural organisation  together with the EAC

+ at least 3 years practical experience in arboriculture related industry.

OPTION 3: Deviations may be considered as far as the candidate is able to 

prove, by presentation of certificates or by other means, that he / she 

possesses the necessary knowledge, skills and experience to be eligible for 

the examination. 

+ at least 5 years practical  experience in an arboriculture related industry.

+ Pay the certification fee + Sign the Code of Ethics declaration . + Pay the certification fee + Sign the Code of Ethics declaration . 



What kind of knowledge a candidate will achieve from ETW/ETT preparatory course ? CURRICULUM ETW/ETT
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www.eac -arboriculture.com Ą page bottom

update soon!

http://www.eac-arboriculture.com/


What kind of knowledge a candidate will achieve from ETW preparatory course ? CURRICULUM ETW 
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1. Elements of Tree Maintenance

The European Tree Worker has to be able é

Å to explain basic principles of growth requirements, function, 

structure, development and stages of growth of trees in order to 

decide on appropriate arboricultural measures

Å to take natural site factors into account and understand their 

effects on the growth and development of trees in order to 

decide on appropriate arboricultural measures

Å to recognize the most important woody plants in their work area

Å to recognize the quality of nursery stock

Å to understand the importance of conservation matters and 

environmental protection for tree maintenance

Å to recognize basic tree diseases, pests and abiotic stresses

2. Arboricultural Matters

The European Tree Worker has to be able... 

Å to understand the tasks and areas of activity of tree maintenance and to be able to operate 

and maintain the materials, machines and tools used 

Å to follow the relevant national safety regulations and the EAC guide to safe working practice 

Å to understand and apply safe and best working practice in: 

ÅWork at height related with tree work, either tree climbing or use of MEWPs 

Å All kinds of other tree -related operations with inherent risks like tree planting and 

moving, direct felling etc. 

Å to understand and apply common work procedures for : 

Å tree site improvement

Å planting and moving trees

Å protection of trees on construction sites or during excavation 

Å stabilization of stems and branches 

Å cabling tree crowns

Å prevention and treatment of damage to trees 

Å pruning 

Å tree felling

Å to recognize structural weakness in trees and poor tree health 

Å to understand and to be able to use and maintain tree climbing devices such as ladders and 

mobile work platforms and decide on the appropriate climbing technique 

Å to monitor trees with regards to tree health and safety and diagnose major tree damage. 

3. Legal and Social Regulations

The European Tree Worker has to be able ...

Å to understand regulations required with regards to work safety , 

public safety in the workplace and principles of work organization

Å to understand all relevant legal rules and regulations concerning 

their field of activity

Å to know all relevant regulations of labour  legislation

Å to know the relevant professional associations



What kind of knowledge a candidate will achieve from ETT preparatory course ? Ą CURRICULUM ETT (update soon !)
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CURRENT VERSION NEW VERSION



What kind of knowledge a candidate will achieve from ETT preparatory course ? Ą CURRICULUM ETT (update soon !)
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CURRENT VERSION



How is the knowledge from preparation courses going to be useful in ETW/ETT profession ?
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Å The knowledge allows to perform tree care operations correctly .

Å The ability to ask questions and ask specialists for additional information .

Å Competences  and qualifications to perform work and make direct decisions on the tree during work .

ETW preparation

course



How the qualifications proved by certificate helps in ETW/ETT profession ?
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Å It gives you a market advantage by confirming a higher level of qualifications and facilitating access to more difficult orders

(or more important and valuable trees)

Å The ETW certificate gives the opportunity to develop and apply to higher levels (ETT, Vet Cert),

Å The ETT certificate gives the opportunity to share the knowledge with arborists and improve the quality level of arboriculture .

Å When you are certified ETW/ETT, you are obligate to self-developement . That generally improves the quality . 



How is the exam organised ? ðfrom CC point of view
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European Tree Worker

and European Tree Technician

Itõsnecessary to:

ÁAnnounce the date of exam up to 2 months earlier in EAC Office,

so they can find the Supervisor

ÁComplete on -line registration of the exam , including the names of candidates

(after we check if they fullfill all the requirements ) 

ÁPrepare questions for the written part and translate them to English 

ðthey need to be send to EAC Office up to 10 days before exam (ETW) / 20 days (ETT)

ÁPay the basic fee and fees for candidates to EAC

ÁFind the place for exam ðwith at least one big room and a few small rooms

for the theoretical part AND with big trees for the practical part

ÁGather the team of exami ners, which are representatives from CC, 

the private tree contracting industry , the public tree management services etc.

ÁDuring exam all of candidates must be separated so they cannot have influence 

on each other .

ÁCandidates and examiners should wear hi-viz vests

ÁNo mobile phones !



How is the exam organised ? ðfrom CC point of view
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European Tree Worker

Exam parts :

1. Written Theoretical Examination

30 Multiple Choice questions + 8 Open questions ; 60 minutes ;

pass rate : 50% of available points in each part

2. Oral Examination , 15-20 minutes /person; pass rate : 50% overall

3. Tree Identity Examination ; max. 15 minutes /person; 15 species ; 

pass rate 67% (30/45 pts)

4. Practical Examination ð Climbing and / or Platform / MEWP

60 minutes (max. 30 min for access ); pass rate : 50% overall

Practical Examination ð Ground worker (Climbing and Platform)

60 minutes ; pass rate : 50% overall

5. 2 simulations out of 7 possibilities

A) Pruning young trees ; B) Planting / transplanting

C) Basic tree inspection ; D) Crown stabilisation  (tree bracing)

E) Felling & rigging ; F) Protection of trees on construction sites

20-30 minutes per each simulation ; pass rate : 50% overall per simulation

6. Aerial Rescue ðoptional ; pass rate : 50% overall

RECERTIFICATION IS OBLIGATORY EVERY 3 YEARS (from 2025)



How is the exam organised ? ðfrom CC point of view
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European Tree Technician

Exam parts :

1. Written Theoretical Examination

50% short questions (60 minutes ) 

+ 50% long questions (essay type - 120 minutes );

pass rate : 50% of available points in each part

2. Management excercises in Tree Inspection

max. 60 minutes (inc. 30 min for oral questioning ); 

pass rate : 50%

3. Management excercises in Economy , 

Law and Social Studies

max. 180 minutes (inc. oral questioning ); 

pass rate : 50%

RECERTIFICATION IS OBLIGATORY EVERY 3 YEARS



How is the exam organised ? ðfrom CC point of view
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European Tree Technician

DAY 1.

8.00 ð8.30: Technical time for introduction of supervisor and examiners ; checking the attendance list; schedule discussion for 2 days ; taking mobile phones

from candidates ; distribute vests etc.

8.30 ð11.30: PART 1 ðWRITTEN(all of the group in the same room , at the same time )

11.30 ð13.00: Lunch break

13.00 ~ 17.00: PART 2 ðTREE INSPECTION(candidates are waiting for their turn in main room ; they go to one of examiners teams when asked ; after exam

they are free to go ðthey cannot come back to the group ; there are few examiners teams in parallel )

DAY 2.

8.00 ð9.00: Technical time for site viewing (this exam isbased on the exact site which must be close to main exam place ðbecause of that every time we 

organise exam in other place); the candidates are just getting to know the place ðthey donõtknow exam questions yet !

9.00 ð11.15: PART 3 ðMANAGEMENT ðWRITTEN(all of the group in the same room , at the same time ); they are getting all of material needed inc. maps , 

dendrological inventory , list of questions and tasks, printed photographs of the site etc.

11.15 ð12.00: Lunch break

12.00 ~ 16.00: PART 3 ðMANAGEMENT ðORAL (candidates are waiting for their turn in main room ; they go to one of examiners teams when asked ; after

exam they are free to go ðthey cannot come back to the group ; there are few examiners teams in parallel )

16.00 ð16.30: Technical time for checking all of the points and staff discussions

16.30 ð17.00: Official RESULTS ANNOUNCEMENT and graduation

General order of the exam parts :



Happy ETT family!
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March 2014

October 2020

April 2022

April 2023 

(Erasmus+)



How many ETT and  ETW are in Poland now and how did the number reflected in the quality of tree care in Poland ?

AKADEMIA ARBORYSTYKI 2023

Å The level of arboriculture in Poland has increased significantly over the last 20 years.

Å As a result, there were changes in Polish law , eg . ban of tree topping or requirement of permit for work on historic green areas . 

In other areas, the limitation is the volume of crown cuts (possible changes depend on the statics assessment, which may be 

performed by ETT).

Å ETW (or equivalent ) certificates have been required regularly in tenders for about 10 years.

Å From 3 years, in some cities, ETT or equivalent certificates are required for tender s.

Å Following the wave of interest in ETW (15 years ago), the Federation of Polish Arborists was established , which is now also a 

member of EAC.

Å In Poland, we currently have many different opportunities for industry training .

Å All this has a strong impact on officials and administrations .

Å More and more people consciously perform dendrological expertises . 

Does more qualified arborists mean happier trees in Poland ? YES J

41 x ETT(4 of them just passed exam in Poland, they donõtlive or work here )111 x ETW



European Tree Worker

Course:

Á48h = 6 days * 8h

ÁTheoretical and practical training

ÁLunch and beverages , snacks for all day

ÁMaterials (.pdf files) 

ÁCost : 3700 PLN (~820 EUR)

Courses and exam costs - ETW
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Exam:

Á1 day (~8h)

ÁLunch and beverages , snacks for all day

ÁSupervisor, EAC fees

ÁCost : 3100 PLN (~690 EUR)

What are the costs in other countries ? 



Courses and exam costs - ETT
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European Tree Technician

Course:

Á210 h (*45min) of lectures and field excercises

Á18 days stationary (6 meetings 3 days each , every month ) + 30h online

ÁWhole course takes about 6-7 months

ÁEvery day of stationary course = 8.00 a.m. ð5.15 p.m . (10h of lessons)

ÁWe provide lunch during 1h break and beverages , snacks for all day

ÁWe provide materials (including some books , all presentations in pdf etc.)

ÁFor those who cannot attend physically , we make a ClickMeeting

Á10-16 students for one group

Á~20 instructors - mostly PhDõs, Professors, experienced arborists, public tree

management officers ...

ÁCost : 9500 PLN (~2100 EUR) which is not high price for a day of course

comparing to the average cost of a few -hours long conference / webinar

in Poland ( without food and material s). BUT the price is still very high for a 

lot of people , who want to attend it.

Exam:

Á2 days of very stimulating exam :-)

ÁWe provide lunch and beverages , 

snacks for all day

ÁA lot of experienced examiners

ÁSupervisor, EAC fees

ÁCost : 5000 PLN (~1100 EUR)



ETT preparation course
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ETT preparation course
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ETT exam
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