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European Tree Technician

Whatis ...?

How to become an ETW ...?

Are there any conditions?

What training material is available to prepare for the exam?
What format will the exam take?

How long is the certification valid for?

Statistics and figures
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WHAT IS ETW?

European Tree Worker

The ETW carries out operations on and in amenity trees with the aim of
keeping the trees healthy and safe.

The certification is accepted European wide by the industrie and the
public cities!

The ETW certification scheme was developed by an European
Leonardo da Vinci Project, between 1996 and 1999, with the aim:

e to harmonize the field of tree care,

e to assure high quality tree care operations and a high level of
training,

e to facilitate the international exchange of tree workers.



elements of tree maintenance,
e safe working practice,
e arboricultural matters,
e national legal and social regulations

e environmential regulations.

The ETW should follow the EAC rules contained in the Code of Ethics
for certified ETWs and ETTs.
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HOW TO BECOME AN ETW?

Preparation courses

On the basis of the curriculum, many European countries may offer
preparation courses according to national requirements.

Examination

The EAC offers the qualification of the European Tree Worker by
examination. Successful candidates may use the title "Certified
European Tree Worker - climbing and/or platform” and will get the
diploma and an ID-card.

More than 39 ETW exams were carried out in 2023.

The calendar of ETW exams is available:

https://www.eac-arboriculture.com/etw-certification-news.aspx



https://www.eac-arboriculture.com/etw-certification-news.aspx
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ARE THERE ANY CONDITIONS OF ENTRY?

Conditions of entry:

Open access to the examination is offered to all those who possess
the technical skill to carry out the mentioned operations.

Potential candidates must provide proofs of:

e physical and mental ability to carry out tree care operations
safely,

e a valid qualification in first aid,

e training in the use of chainsaws in accordance with national
regulations,

e a minimum of one year practical experience in tree care

e Dbeing skilled in climbing or in the use of a MEWP.
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TRAINING MATERIAL

1. The ETW Curriculum, which gives the basis for:
e skills and knowledge the ETW has to acquire,
e national preparation courses,
e the certification scheme
and
2. ETW Handbook contains the most important
basic know-how, skills and technical terms in the field
of arboriculture
3. ETW Certification Exam Rules & Regulations

@

European Arboricultural Council (EAC)

EUROPEAN

Iree
WORKER

nnnnnnnnn
nnnnnnnn

----------

All materials are available on the EAC website:

https://www.eac-arboriculture.com/etw-intro.aspx




THE ETW EXAM

The examination consists of the following parts:
() THEORETICAL PART

1. Written Theoretical Examination

(30 Multiple Choice questions & 8 Open questions), maximum of
60 minutes, followed by...

2. Oral Examination

Takes around 20 minutes.

3. Tree Identity Examination (ID)

Takes maximum 15 minutes. It will
cover samples of 15 species.
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(I) PRACTICAL PART

4. Practical Examination — General
Practical tree care work with the use of a chainsaw.
5a. Practical Examination — Climbing

Consists of pruning in the crown carried out by using appropriate climbing
techniques. It takes 60 minutes.

and / or
5b. Practical Examination — Platform / MEWP

Consists of pruning in the crown carried out by using a MEWP / Platform.
The practical examination will take 60 minutes.

6. Practical Examination — Ground worker (Climbing and Platform)

The candidate must spend 60 minutes as a ground worker.
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HOW LONG IS THE CERTIFICATION VALID
FOR?

Validity and Recertification

The European Tree Worker certificate is valid for three years and has
to be renewed. ETW recertification can be obtained by submitting to
the exam provider or certification center proofs of:

practical tree care work in 24 of the previous 36 months,

a valid qualification in first aid,

physical and mental ability to carry out tree work at height,

participation in seminars / workshops / courses applicable
to the ETW curriculum (30 hours over the previous 36 months).

Take note:

The national board can refuse recertification or take away the
certification status due to unsafe, unprofessional work and
unprofessional conduct.



OUR EXAMS

EUROPEAN ARBORICULTURAL COUNCIL e.V. (EAC)
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A European Tree Technician is defined as a person employed in /
aspiring to junior or middle management or taking a supervisory
role in arboriculture.

ETT is skilled in operations on and in amenity trees with the aim
of keeping them healthy and safe whilst bearing in mind the
demands of biodiversity.

The ETT acts on the basis of current best practice within arboriculture,
conservation, environmental protection and work safety, technical
knowledge, organizational and supervisory skills.
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HOW TO BECOME AN ETT?

Preparation courses

On the basis of the curriculum, many European countries may offer
preparation courses according to national requirements.

Examination

The EAC offers the qualification of the European Tree Technician by
examination. Successful candidates may use the title "Certified
European Tree Technician" and will get the diploma and an ID-card.

13 ETT exams were carried out in 2023 so far.

The calendar of ETT exams is available:

https://www.eac-arboriculture.com/ett-certification-news.aspx
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TRAINING MATERIAL FOR CC and/or
CANDIDATES

1. The ETT Curriculum

2. ETT Exam Rules & Regulations
3. ETT MANUAL for Training and F;;;gpfaf“
Certification Technician

(with annexes: List of materials and

equipment for theoretical training, List of outdoor
equipment, Qualification requirements for STUDY GUIDE
teachers).

4. ETT STUDY GUIDE for Self-Learning

All materials are available on the EAC website:
https://www.eac-arboriculture.com/infocenter-ett.aspx#curriculum




ARE THERE ANY PREREQUISITES?

Conditions of entry:

The examination is open to those, who can prove that they have
either:
e the European Tree Worker certificate or
e are holder of a certification or diploma in the green industry
recognized by a national arboricultural organisation together
with the EAC,
and
e with at least 3 years current experience in arboriculture.
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THE ETT EXAMINATION

The examination consists of the following parts:

1. Written examination (180 minutes)

Consists of 50% short questions and 50% longer, essay type questions.

2. Management exercises in the field of tree inspections (60
minutes)

The candidate will be asked to undertake a tree survey of trees and
undertake a detailed tree inspection of an individual tree, giving
recommendations for remedial action in each case. The management
exercise will include oral questions.

3. Management exercises in economics, law and social studies
(180 minutes)

The candidate will be asked to prove that he/she is able to recognise,
analyse and assess various economic, legal and social aspects, within
his/her task area. Including oral questions.
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Validity and ETT Recertification

The ETT certificate is valid for three years and has to be renewed. ETT
recertification can be obtained by submitting to the exam provider or
certification center proofs of:

e tree care consultancy or management work at ETT level in
24 of the previous 36 months

e participation in seminars / workshops / courses applicable
to the ETT curriculum for a total of 45 hours during the previous
36 months. Presentation or lecturing hours at ETT level can be
counted.

Take note:

The national board can refuse recertification or take away the
certification status due to unsafe, unprofessional work and
unprofessional conduct.



ETW- and ETT Certification Centres

* Only EAC-accredited Certification Centres (CC) can organize ETW
and ETT exams.

« The certification is based on the same exam regulations throughout
Europe.

« Each ETW & ETT certification is supervised by an international
EAC-Supervisor.

There are around 40 Certification Centers in 17 European countries.
All CCs are shown on the EAC website with address, information about
the certification and the contact person.
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[ All list of all certification centres is available: J

https://www.eac-arboriculture.com/eac---certification-centers.aspx



https://www.eac-arboriculture.com/eac---certification-centers.aspx
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EAC-Working Group Certification and Quality Management

A EAC-WG CQM is responsible for the quality of the exams, controls
the supervisors and certification centers, is evaluating all reports and
minutes of all exams.

Supervisors

Exams are supervised by international EAC-Supervisors. The EAC, so
far, has accredited 25 persons from 11 countries as official EAC
Supervisors.

CC-Supervisor-Meeting

The EAC is organizing a Seminar for Supervisors and Certification
Centres to exchange their experiences in ETW and ETT examinations
and to update and correct our ETW and ETT rules and regulations
every 2 years .
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/ETW Statistic \

A total of 35 exams
were conducted In
10 European
countries in 2023 so
far.

« 987 candidates
registered

« 313 passed
climbing and

« 270 passed
platform and
were certified as

\ ETW J

So far around
12,000 ETW and 2,500 ETT
took part in our examinations!

-

ETT Statistic

A total of 10
exams were con-
ducted in 5 Euro-
pean countries in
2023 so far.

« 182 candidates
registered

» 86 passed the
exam and were
certified as

\ ETT J
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Veteran Trees

Ancient and veteran trees are genuine monuments of nature. Their
historical, cultural, biodiversity and landscape value is invaluable.
Veteran tree management clearly differs from standard arboricultural
and forestry practice, being more complex, delicate and skill
demanding.

VETcert was a European project (2016-2019) aiming at harmonising
skills and knowledge recognition in veteran tree management at 2
operational levels: practicing and consulting tree work.
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HOW TO BECOME A VETcert?

Examination

Interested countries can apply with a VETcert Certification Centre
(VCC) which will be responsible for arranging and organising the

exams.

Currently VETcert exams can be taken in the certification centres in 7
countries: Sweden, Czech Republic, United Kingdom, Spain, Belgium,

Poland, France

Preparation courses

A training course “Understanding and Managing Veteran Trees” has
been developed and includes topics such as:

« Tree architecture; *
* Fungi and hollowing; *
 Soil and roots; *

« Managing the land around the tree;
» Assessing your tree;

Tree species differences;

Tree pruning;

Management planning;

Biodiversity, populations and
veteranisation of young trees.
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TRAINING MATERIAL

To support candidates for the VETcert exam it has been developed:

1.

VETcert Advanced training course

2. Case studies
3.
4

Fact sheets
Presentations of pruning techniques

All documents and videos are available here

https://www.vetcert.eu/training-products

The Veteran Tree Management Standards

The Standards are the core of the VETcert project. These describe
which skills and knowledge a tree work practitioner and a consultant
need to have to be regarded as 'veteran tree specialists'.

The VET Standards can be download here
https://www.vetcert.eu/standards-certificates



https://www.vetcert.eu/training-products
https://www.vetcert.eu/standards-certificates

TAKE?

The certification scheme is available for two levels:

1) Practising is aimed at professionals who are ‘on the tools’, those
who physically undertake the management (e.g. soil management,
climbing, pruning, etc.).

2-hour written exam (multiple choice and short written answers)

2-hour outside exercise including oral questioning

2) Consulting is aimed at professionals who provide advice (e.g. tree

officers, consultant arborists or ecologists).
2-hour written exam (multiple choice and short written answers)
2-hour outside exercise including oral questioning
a third session in which candidates are required to produce a
management report on the trees they have surveyed on site

Both exams will take one day, with two examiners.
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HOW LONG IS THE CERTIFICATION VALID
FOR?

Validity and VETcert Recertification

The qualifications are valid for three years, followed by a recertification
for further three years.

VETcert Statistic

A total of 24 exams were conducted
in 7 European countries in 2023.

104 candidates registered

28 passed the Practising
28 passed the Consulting
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In total: around 300 VETcert candidates succeeded in our
examinations since 2019!







More info you can find on the EAC website:

https://www.eac-arboriculture.com

If you have any further question, please contact us:
office@eac-arboriculture.com
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https://www.eac-arboriculture.com/
mailto:office@eac-arboriculture.com
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